
NCBI Literature Resources  MeSH  PMC  Bookshelf  Disclaimer

FOLLOW NCBI

COVID-19 Information
Public health information (CDC) |  Research information (NIH) |  SARS-CoV-2 data (NCBI) |  Prevention and treatment information (HHS) |  Español

 

Advanced User Guide

Search

Save Email Send to Display options

ACTIONS

Cite

Favorites

SHARE

  

PAGE NAVIGATION

Title & authors

Abstract

Similar articles

Cited by

MeSH terms

Related information

LinkOut - more
resources

. 1975 Sep;(111):147-50. doi: 10.1097/00003086-197509000-00020.

The operating room environment as affected by
people and the surgical face mask

M A Ritter, H Eitzen, M L French, J B Hart

PMID: 1157412  DOI: 10.1097/00003086-197509000-00020

Clin Orthop Relat Res

Abstract

The microbiological counts were determined in an operating room suite of 8 rooms and a hallway.
The bacterial counts in an empty operating room jumped statistically from 13 CFU/ft2/hr (+/- 31) to
24.8 (+/- 58.8) when the doors were left open (people in the hallways) and 447.3 (+/- 186.7) when
5 people were introduced. The wearing of a surgical face mask had no effect upon the overall
operating room environmental contamination and probably work only to redirect the projectile
effect of talking and breathing. People are the major source of environmental contamination in the
operating room.
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